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ifacturers of implements used for supplying opium to smokers, sell
ers of such iements, and those found in possession thereof with the inten
tion of selling e same, and those who have imported for sale such implements
from outside sh . be punished with penal servitude of the fourth or lower
grade, while the op1 implements shall be destroyed.

7. Any customs o ers and people assisting them who may import opium
from outside or supply· ium implements, or allow others to import, shall be
p.unished with penal servit e of the second or third grade, while the opium
and the opium implements s be destroyed.

8. Any police, officials, and erson assisting them who become aware of
offenses committed against rule 5, d in consequence do not award a suitable
penalty, will also, in their turn, be p ·shed in accordance with rule 5.

9. Anyone offending against rule 6 all be deprived of civil rights either
completely or in part. If an _official, he sh · be removed from office.

10. In addition to the investigation and ort made from time to time by.
the inspecting officer, anyone should publish in rmation in regard to offenses
against the above ruies as well as against the sectio in the Criminal Code deal
ing with opium. If a false charge is made the accuse hall be punished instead
of the accused.

11. The above rules shall come into_ force from the d� of their promul�a
tion.

NOT!! 

The Opium Trade.(Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1974), 6:13-14, 100-101 
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READING 10 

The Chen Family 
Opium Den 

This is an account of a iamily�run opium .den in the city of Yichang. An opium den 
was a place for people to come to buy and smoke opium. Although the dens could 
be well-appointed places for a respectable clientele to socialize, most were not, and 
the bad reputation of opium smoking was connected in part to the bad reputation 
of the opium dens where it was consumed. Yichang is on the Yangzi River in Hubei 
and was a key transshipment point for Sichuan opi'um. Chen Deyuan's story is 
probably not that different from those of opium den operators in other parts of 
China, although it does have sor11e Z:nique features. Chen's background was some
what unusual bec�use, although his family was fairly well connected, he himself 
could probably �e called a liumang (hoodlum). 

Unlike most opium den operators Chen was able to avoid government regula
tionJor a long time by taking advantag� of extraterritoriality. During the 1930s the 
Nationalist state made steady attempts to close or regulate opium dens, in addition 
to providing the ordinary police harassment that such establishments could expect. 
Chen Deyuan was relatively independent also because he boiled his opium himself, 
which kept him from being. dependent on a larger, often government-controlled, 
opium wholesaler. 

This reading comes from a local history magazine, wenshi ziliao, from Hubei. 
The Communist government encouraged people of all sorts to record their experi
ences under the old society. These recollections have become very valuable resources ·
for historians, but they must be approached with care. 

• • •

During the Republic Yichang had many opium dens, one of them run by my
father, Chen Deyuan.

To discuss the origins of our family's opium den we must begin with my
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father. After the defeat of the 1898 refomis and the execution of Tan Sitong,and 
others, Tan's compatriot Tang Caichang returned from Japan and created the 
Establishing Righteousness Society and the Independent Army to unify mem
bers of the Elder Brother's Society all along the Yangzi for an uprising. My 
grandfather Chen Futing joined the Independent army. The army was defeated 

· in the fall of 1900, and Zl)ang Zhidong, the Hunan-Hubei governor-general,
executed the leaders. Chen. Futing fled to Shanghai, leaving behind his wife,
Chen Sanliang; and their son., Chen Deyuan.

In 1908 Chen Deyuan returned to Yichang from Wuhan. He·had worked in
a restaurant run by an Anhui man �d not only learned how to c.ook but also
the martial arts. At this point he was.15 sui. After returning to Yichang he joined
the Red Gang.' At that time he had no set profession and ate the bread of idle
ness, cheated at dice, and.gambled.

In 1909 he took advantage of an introduction and got a job on a steamship.
He was young, hardworking, and good looking. One day in 1910 he saw his
father, Chen Futing, on the ship. Chen Futing had already put aside his family
affairs and taken the tonsure and was on his way to Mount Omei in Sichuan.•
He told his son that the Manchu Qing dynasty had controlled the country for
hundreds of years. It was corrupt and incapable and had weakened the nation.
It was time for it to be overthrown. "You have studied the martial arts, why not
consider using your skills to serve the nation?" Chen Deyuan, hearing his
father's charge, immediately went ·ashore. It was in the same year that he mar
ried Li Guoxiu, and not long after he was married he wetit to work on the
Sichuan-Hankou railway.· 

When the revolution broke out in 1911 the revolutionary party in Yichang ·
organized 100 men into a revolutionary army. Chen Deyuan joined, and 
because he had joined at the beginning of the uprising he was made a squad 
leader. At the capture of Jingzhou he was promoted to platoon le_ader. Chen 
Deyuan was Chen Sanliang's only child; and she was afraid that he would be 

· killed at the front, where bullets fell like rain, and so she brought her son back
home. As she was afraid that he would return to the army she gave him opium.
Chen Deyuan slowly sank deeper and deeper into this quagmire and became an
opium addict.

Chen Deyuan's wife urged him to open a teahouse. He saved up a little
money and bought a small place, hanging up banners in �e street announcing
the "Drunken Moon Bar." Chen Sanliang saw·that there was good profit to be
made in opium and urged Deyuan to open an opium den, but he refused.
There was a group of northern soldiers who came to the Drunken Moon
almost every day, and after they had.eaten and drunk their fill they would
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smash plates and wreck the place. Soon Chen Deyuan was out of business. This 
was in 1919. 

After Chen Deyuan closed his bar he was still unwilling to open an opium 
den. After his mother moved in with him he was forced to accede to her wishes 
and open one. Chen Deyuan was an opium den owner for 20 years, from its 
opening in 1920 to its dosing in 1940, due to the fall ofYichang to the Japanese. 

The Flat Altar 

The Cheri family opium den was in a good location near the south gate, and it 
always did a better business than any other opium 4en. Chen Oeyuan was a real 
expert in the opium business. He always went personally to buy his opium, and 
a few times when he was sick he took me along. He bought his opium from a 
nearby opium wholesaler. The wholesaler was also named Chen and his son, 
Jinggou, was a classmate of rrune at the Huaying middle school. Chen Deyuan 
always wanted to use Yunnan opium for his paste. Yunnan opium came in two 
grades, with the better grade being a hit more·expensive. Actually, all Yunnan 
opium was expensive. I remember it took a whole handkerchief full of bank
notes to buy five or six ounces of opium. To save inoney some wholesalers 
�ould mix cheaper Sichuan opium with the Yunnan, but Chert Deyuan never 
did this. After buying the opium it had to be boiled, which took skill. If it boiled 
too long it had a scorched taste, if it was not boiled long enough it would be too 
runny. Chen Deyuan did the boiling himself and was known as·being a good 
opiuin boiler. He put the opium, old ashes from the howls of the opium pipes, 
and water in a wood-handled copper pot. He would then put it on the stove 

· and let it simmer down into a paste .... 
The Chen family opium den had five or six opium pipes, one of.which, 

called the "Flat Altar," had a special bowl. Of the tens of opium.dens in Yichang 
the Flat Altar was one of the two most famous · pipes. (The other was the Ma 
family's "Little Dream Maker.") The Flat Altar was famous because when 
someone smoked from it they got high a lot quicker. With other pipes you had 
to smoke two balls of opium to get high, with it one was plenty. This was 
enough to make an opium addict's day, and customers·loved to come to the 
Chen family opium den. What was the secret of the Flat Altar? Ordinarily each 
d;iy after �e closed the ashes would be cleaned out of each bowl. After empty
ing the ashes ·out of the Flat Altar, however, Chen Deyuan would put a little bit 
of raw opium inside· the shaft of the pipe. As the smoker heated the opium in 
the bowl the opium in the pipe would melt and give a much stronger smoke 










